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Throughout centuries, suicide has had different
connotations in different cultural environments. From
the historical perspective it is interesting as it reflects
values, fears and prejudices of the societies in each
period. In the period under consideration those who
would commit suicide transformed from criminals and
sinners into patients: suicide was decriminalised in
accordance with the civilizational norms and moved into
the area of social pathology (along with alcoholism,
idleness, adolescent unrest, and certain sexual
deviations), only to later finally become a choice that
enabled people to take the process of dying into their
own hands instead of surrendering it to fate or
coincidence.

NSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY HISTORY,
LJUBLJANA, SLOVENIA

mailto:meta.remec@inz.si

